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SUKUR

Sakun (or Sukur as others 
call it) is located in 
Adamawa State, NE 
Nigeria, in the northern 
Mandara mountains (10°45’ N; 
13° 35’ E). It is 215 km. NE of 
Jimeta (Yola), the state 
capital, and 125 km. SSE of 
Maiduguri, the capital of 
Borno State. These are the 
nearest cities served by 
commercial flights from 
Lagos, Abuja and Kano.

Sukur is within easy walking 
distance of the Nigeria-
Cameroon border and only 
25 km. west of Mokolo, the 
largest town in the Mandara 
mountains.

On this brief tour you walk from the plains up to the highest point
on the Sukur plateau. You will appreciate the cultural landscape as it
changes through the seasons, and make several Sakun acquaintances.



This sign at Sabongari on the road between Madagali and Gulak invites you to visit 
the Sukur Museum. It is somewhat misleading. After about 12 kilometers on a 
motorable track you arrive at Mefir Suku, the market that serves Sukur, and 
from there you must travel another 8 kilometers, climbing 500 meters to reach 
the chief’s house at the center of the mountain settlement. In 1996 when this 
picture was taken, the Museum did not yet exist. But whether or not it does when 
you get there, Sakun more than repays your effort to reach it. 

Sept. 1996
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This map shows the 
track from Sabongari to 
Mefir Suku and, in red 
dots, the route of the 
tour up onto the Sukur 
plateau.

Base Map: Nigeria 1:100,000, Madagali and Duhu sheets.



Tuesday is 
market day at 
Mefir Suku and a 
good day to 
begin your visit 
as you will find 
people willing to 
guide and act as 
porters. 

From here we hike ... though 
now you can probably drive 
another 3 km

Sept.1992

921431

Oct. 1992

922316



… through fields to the foot of the mountain, crossing a stream, and then up a 
very steep path (seen here as a dark line) to join the paved way below the large 
tree (arrowed) on the slope above. (There is, as from about 2004, an easier 
route that follows the old northern paved way.) 

Oct. 1992

922318



About half way up the northern 
paved way, a large fig tree, 
mentioned by Kurt Strümpell, 
the German administrator who, in 
1906/07, was the first European 
to both visit and  describe 
Sukur, provides welcome shade. 
Mefir Suku is just beyond the 
hill in the middle distance.

June 1991

910732



This gateway marks the top of the first and 
steepest ascent. The plains in the distance are 
occupied mainly by Margi with some Sukur colonies.   
In the 19th century this young man might have 
been a trader from Borno come to exchange dried 
fish and other goods for Sukur’s iron. 

Oct. 1992

922320



Jan. 1993

923917

One of the finest parts of the paved 
way leads up to Ndilloey, a quarter of 
Sakun occupied by members of the 
smith-potter caste.



The way passes through fields of sorghum and pearl 
millet, the staple grains, seen here in early November. 
The trees include white acacia, mahogany, and 
baobabs. 

Nov. 1992

922222



This is almost the same view but seen in mid-February after the harvest. To follow 
the seasonal transformations of the Sukur landscape the month (and catalog number) 
of each image is indicated in the lower left corner. Note the tomb with a view on the 
right. Two stone uprights indicate it is that of a man. The shaft of the digging stick 
used to dig the tomb lies across it. Whitewashed cement is a recent feature.

Feb. 1993

924603



May 1996

960124

People returning from the 
market walk up the paved 
way just below the house of 
the Hidi (chief). Fields, 
flushed with the green of 
the early rains, have been 
cleared but not yet sown.



They will arrive on the Patla, a ceremonial area just 
outside the Hidi’s residence marked by the huge 
baobab (left) and this megalithic throne room.

June 1996

960612



At other times of year the Patla is filled with people, here celebrating the end 
of Ber, the biennial ceremony of male youths’ initiation. The west entrance to 
the chief’s residence is in the center rear of the picture.

Aug. 1992

920920



Dec. 1992

923335

The chief’s residence in December, just after the harvest. The Patla lies above and 
behind on the left, near the giant baobab (just behind which can be glimpsed the 
authors’ room and covered verandah). To the west across the deep Nawu valley is 
Meldeng mountain, home to Sukur and Margi communities. 



Dec. 1992

923332
This view shows the walls, terraces, megalithic gateways, 
and the inner house where the Hidi lives with his wife.



We visit Hidi Gezik Kanakakaw seated on his rock in 
the inner house as he counsels visitors, catches up 
with the latest news, administers the village, and 
adjudicates disputes. 

Later, he enjoys a calabash of beer. On other 
occasions he projects a royal image.



June 1991

910804
Houses in the valley beneath the chief’s house. Notice the 
walls around them, and the white acacia leafless in the rains.



In 1992 they built a -domed 
room for the Sukur mini-
museum on the east side of the 
Patla. Domes, built of daub 
(adobe), protect the room’s 
contents if the thatch catches 
fire.

Inside the museum Jidda 
Tlisuku builds platforms for 
the (at that time) virtual 
exhibits.

Sept. 1996

961923

Dec. 1992

922926



Nov. 1992

922919
A view across the Patla to Mixyrixhill, site of one of Sukur’s most 
important shrines, with the hills of Damay in the background.



Oct. 1992

922112
Oct.

922114

As we leave the Patla and chief’s 
house we might pass a beer party. 
Here the elders are offering locally 
brewed sorghum beer to men of 
the Young Farmers Association who 
have helped them cultivate their 
fields.



June 1996

960403 The Sukur plateau is a place of marked contrasts. From a hill near the chief’s 
house we look across at a rocky but still terraced and cultivated ridge. But 
beyond the ridge ...



June 1996

960710
… is a rolling expanse of terraced fields, seen here in June just 
after planting. To the east lie the Wula hills. 



July 1996

960729

July is a time of intensive weeding, families working together. 



Feb. 1993

924605

A small hill overlooking the chief’s house and a huge midden 
(right) is dominated by the rocky pile of Mt Muva, the highest 
point on the Sukur plateau. 



Feb. 1993

925008 We climb the mountain passing a house 
and below it its threshing floor.



Feb. 1993

924432

Yabunga and his dog enjoy the morning sunshine.



Aug. 1992

921304

From the summit of Muva we 
look north to Damay mountain, 
where there is a small but 
independent settlement of 
Sukur (Sakun)-speakers, and 
beyond to Mt Maksi near 
Mabas in Cameroon.



Nov. 1992 
922421

If we walked in that direction we would find the Sukur hamlet 
of Meduw, here seen in haze due to the winter harmattan 
wind blowing Saharan dust far to the south.



Oct. 1992

922336
Just to the east is the Ticini valley, separating 
Sukur from the hills occupied by the Wula.



July 1996

960802
To the southeast lies Kurang,
a mixed Kapsiki-Sakun settlement.



Nov. 1992

922405

From a lower vantage point we look south to the volcanic 
plugs of Kapsiki country in Cameroon, and on the Nigerian 
side to the hills of Higi country east of Michika.



Aug. 1992

921305 The view west from Muva shows compounds and farms 
perched on the edge of the plateau above the Nawu valley.



We will leave Sukur by another route, 
following another section of paved way up, and 
then north along, a terraced ridge.
In December we might pass Ladi harvesting 
sorghum.

June 1996

960720

Dec.. 1992

923013



May 1996

960208

An even steeper, but beautifully 
engineered, way leads down the 
northern edge of the plateau.

July 1996

960814



Sept. 1996

961809

After detouring through the Wula-
related plains settlement of 
Muduvu where they are celebrating 
their youths’ initation under the 
neem trees ...

Sept. 1996

961524

… we hike back to Mefir 
Suku leaving Sukur behind 
us.



Aug. 1992

920833

Other sections of the Sukur web site offer more information on 
subjects touched on here and on many others.
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